Symphonic Band

Student/Parent Handbook

Expectations and Guidelines

You will find that many of the expectations and guidelines will be marked “same as”. This simply suggests you refer to the main section of the handbook you have already received.

Symphonic Band/Wind Ensemble: Membership in this ensemble is granted only via audition and follows the Parma City School District registration guidelines and requirements. Students not meeting the daily classroom expectations of preparation, etiquette, musicianship and citizenship will be removed and placed into concert band. All performances are a direct curricular outgrowth of the daily classes and rehearsal lessons. It is assumed that students in this organization are committed and dedicated to the experience, study and performance of a higher level of music. 

The director through an anonymous audition process makes all decisions of membership. All decisions are final. 

Daily expectations and guidelines:

1.) Students are expected to be seated in the ensemble set-up with instruments and music @ 7:50a.m. Students not meeting this expectation will be marked tardy. Any Student not in the rehearsal area @7:50a.m. will be sent to student services for a late pass.

2.) Students are expected to have their instrument, music, pencils, method books and accessories on a daily basis.

3.) Students are expected to keep instrument in working condition. This includes care and maintenance of valves, reeds, percussion equipment including sticks and mallets.

4.) Students are responsible for the care of all school owned instruments. Any problems need to be brought to the attention of the director.

5.) Students are expected to follow the guidelines for classroom warm-ups in their

individual practice. Curriculum includes the refinement of basic skills and methods to improve the overall individual and ensemble performance. 

6.) Student leadership also largely impacts Symphonic Band. There are often student lead sectionals, lessons, decisions on musical selection and assessment.

7.) Students are expected to follow the same guidelines on conduct that governed the fall season. Much emphasis will be placed on small group work and large ensemble work. Section leaders are to continue following the guidelines placed upon them at their original appointments.

   Curricular expectations: 

1.) Students in the Valley Forge Symphonic Band will be studying concepts of performance and theory. 

a.) Individual instrumental techniques and musicianship. 

b.) Theoretical knowledge that leads to a better understanding of the    music. 

c.) Historical references and correlations not limited to music.

d.) When available, guest conductors and musicians will be brought in.

e.)  Aesthetic, artistic and emotional connections of the music.

f.)  Ideas and theories of the composers.

2.) Students will be given method books for rhythm, melodic and performance study and enhancement. These are the property of the VF music department and will need to be returned in good condition. Students will be charged for any 

3.) Students will be given written work, performance checks and tape tests.

4.) Quite frequently these will entail not only the directors daily assessment but also the assessment of theirs and the ensembles long-term progress.

5.) Students will also be responsible for individual student assessment. Log sheets will be provided.

6.) Performances are a part of the curricular expectations. Students need to be responsible for providing the new calendar for themselves and their parents. 

7.) Work is not an excuse.

8.) Parents may contact the director at any time to check on their students’ progress.

9.) Students demonstrating special interests, pride in work and above average ability, will be offered outside enrichment opportunities. Membership in theses honor ensembles is a great privilege and is often subject to a taped audition, directors’ recommendation and availability.

10.) Participation in the Greater Cleveland Solo and Ensemble event is a great opportunity to test one’s ability, reach new levels of ability and performance and also join together with other students to prepare and perform music not playable in the large ensemble.

11.) Students are expected per the Parma City Schools to participate in the OMEA large ensemble event. 

Outgrowths and Enrichment opportunities:

Student lead ensembles – includes all instrumentations

Greater Cleveland Solo and Ensemble

Kent State All-Star Honors Ensemble

University of Akron Honors Ensemble

All-State Band

Baldwin Wallace Youth Orchestra

Cleveland Youth Wind Symphony

All – Ohio State Fair Band


See the Director in August to get all application materials: Begin preparing tapes early in May or the summer before.

Grading Policy:

Grading is very similar to the fall season. 

1.) Daily grade of 1-5 pending materials and participation.

2.) Attendance

3.) Tardy to school resulting in the student missing class will result in a zero

4.) Students tardy to class will lose 1-3 points.

5.) Students not preparing music will suffer losses on written work, tape tests and classroom checks. Points are distributed based on the lesson and length of music.

6.) Students will receive a syllabus to follow to check their own progress and to properly schedule practice time.

7.) No practice records are used at this level. It is therefore expected that the students budget their time wisely to prepare. Lunchtime and after-school times can be scheduled through the director.

I am always excited to begin working with the concert ensembles and the past two years have yielded tremendous performances and great gains for the students in their own musicianship. It is our intention to continue this tradition of excellence and continue to bring great performances to the stage of Valley Forge High School. We are always seeking new venues to perform at and any opportunities you may stumble upon are greatly appreciated. Contact me through email or by phone.

This is a preliminary handbook and may be revised for the 2009-2010 school year.

This will largely be dependent on the districts restructuring plan.

Amy DeLuca

delucaa@parmacityschools.org
885-8438

______________________________________________________________________

I have read the preceding handbook governing the Valley Forge Symphonic Band

I understand and agree to the terms of the Parma City School District and the Valley Forge Instrumental Music Department. 2008-2009

Student Name (printed)_____________________________________________

Student Signature - ________________________________________________

Parent Name (printed) - _____________________________________________

Parent Signature  - _________________________________________________

